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 Yearly PlanENGLISH STARS 3

Term 1
Unit 1: I’m Right!
Featured Text Type: Exposition

Week Module Module Name

1

1.1 Understanding Text
1.2 Passionate Discussions
1.3 Common and Proper Nouns
1.4 Persuasive Essay Structure

2

1.5 Comprehension – All Children Should  
Play Sport

1.6 Persuasive Language
1.7 Simple and Compound Sentences
1.8 Task – Write a Persuasive Essay

3

1.9 Comprehension – Books Are Better than Films
1.10 Paragraphs 1
1.11 Action Verbs
1.12 Task – Create a Persuasive Poster

4

1.13 Comprehension – Experience Teaches Us  
More than Books

1.14 Modal Adverbs
1.15 Modal Verbs
1.16 Task – Write a Persuasive Essay

5

A1 Persuasive Essay
1.17 Oral Presentation Skills
1.18 Design a Slideshow
A2 Oral Presentation
A3 Spelling Test

Unit 2: The Moral of the Story
Featured Text Type: Fable

6

2.1 Predicting
2.2 Plot
2.3 Adjectives 1
2.4 Interesting Introductions

7

2.5 Comprehension – The Tortoise and the Hare
2.6 Quoted Speech
2.7 Saying Verbs
2.8 Character Profiles

8

2.9 Comprehension – Kangaroo and Hermit Crab
2.10 Task – Compare Texts
2.11 Paragraphs 2
2.12 Task – Write a Fable

9

2.13 Comprehension – The Fox and the Crow
2.14 Task – Rewrite the Ending of a Fable
2.15 Task – Play Character Hot Seat
A4 Fable
A5 Spelling Test

Term 3
Unit 5: Step by Step
Featured Text Type: Procedure

Week Module Module Name

1

5.1 Comprehension – Ant Antics
5.2 Tense 2
5.3 Precise Vocabulary
5.4 Procedural Text Structure

2

5.5 Comprehension – Short Cuts to Glory:  
Smashed Potatoes

5.6 Sequence Words
5.7 Using the Internet
5.8 Task – Write a Procedure

3

5.9 Comprehension – Impossible Invisibility Spray
5.10 Prepositions
5.11 Adjectives 2
5.12 Task – Write a Silly Science Procedure

4

5.13 Comprehension – How to Make an Earth Oven
5.14 Editing Skills
5.15 Commas in Lists
A13 Procedure

5

5.16 Taking Photos
5.17 Visual Procedure Structure
5.18 Revise Slideshow Design
A14 Visual Procedure
A15 Spelling Test

Unit 6: The Art of Storytelling
Featured Text Type: Narrative

6

6.1 Comprehension – Deadly D and Justice Jones: 
Making the Team

6.2 Different Ways to Tell a Story
6.3 Revise Plot
6.4 Revise Quoted Speech

7

6.5 Comprehension – The Cinderella Letters
6.6 Reported Speech
6.7 Different Ways to Write and Speak
6.8 Task – Write a Letter to a Character

8

6.9 Visualising
6.10 Comprehension – Fantastic Mr Fox
6.11 Task – Perform a Tableau
6.12 Task – Write a Story

9

6.13 Task – Complete the Comprehension Text
6.14 Task – Publish Your Story
6.15 Task – Write a Story from Pictures
A16 Story
A17 Spelling Test

Term 2
Unit 3: Tell Me What Happened
Featured Text Type: Recount

Week Module Module Name

1

3.1 Comprehension – Are We There Yet?
3.2 Recount Structure
3.3 Proofreading Skills
3.4 Task – Write a Recount about Yesterday

2

3.5 Comprehension – Sophie Scott Goes South
3.6 Tense 1
3.7 Contractions
3.8 Task – Write an Animal Diary
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4

3.9 Comprehension – Diary of a Soccer Star
3.10 Pronouns
3.11 Conjunctions
3.12 Task – Write a Recount about a Robot

5

A6 Recount
3.13 Synonyms
3.14 Revise Oral Presentation Skills
A7 Oral Presentation
A8 Spelling Test

Unit 4: What Do You Think?
Featured Text Type: Review

6

A9 Comprehension Test
A10 Knowledge Test

4.1 Comprehension – Review of The Angry  
Birds Movie

4.2 Review Structure

7

4.3 Comprehension – Review of Untitled
4.4 Text Types
4.5 Thinking and Feeling Verbs
4.6 Task – Review an Artwork

8

4.7 Making Connections
4.8 Evaluative Language
4.9 Clauses
4.10 Task – Review an Animation

9

4.11 Comprehension – Review of UNO
4.12 Subject–Verb Agreement
A11 Review
4.13 Task – Publish Your Review
A12 Spelling Test

Term 4
Unit 7: Can You Explain?
Featured Text Type: Explanation

Week Module Module Name

1

7.1 Comprehension – How Does Milk Get to  
Your Fridge?

7.2 Summarising
7.3 Dictionary Strategies
7.4 Explanation Text Structure

2

7.5 Comprehension – BTN: Bark Canoe
7.6 Technical Vocabulary
7.7 Relating Verbs
7.8 Task – Write an Explanation

3

7.9 Comprehension – Why Do the Seasons Change?
7.10 How Do We Learn?
A18 Comprehension Test
7.11 Task – Explain a Life Cycle

4

7.12 Comprehension – How Is Snooker Played?
7.13 Statements, Questions and Exclamations
7.14 Task – Write for a Younger Child
7.15 Interpret Images

5

A19 Explanation
7.16 Task – Publish Your Explanation
7.17 Revise Oral Presentation Skills
A20 Oral Presentation
A21 Spelling Test

Unit 8: Fun with Poetry
Featured Text Type: Poetry

6

A22 Knowledge Test
8.1 Comprehension – What Is Poetry?
8.2 Syllables
8.3 Rhyme

7

8.4 Comprehension – Monkey
8.5 Onomatopoeia
8.6 Quatrains
8.7 Task – Write Quatrains

8

8.8 Comprehension – What Is a Cinquain?
8.9 Similes and Metaphors
8.10 Cinquains
8.11 Task – Write a Cinquain

9

8.12 Comprehension – What Is a Haiku?
8.13 Haikus
8.14 Task – Write a Haiku
8.15 Task – Publish Your Poetry
A23 Spelling Test



Term 1

Unit 1: Every Body Talks
Featured Text Type: Personal Recount

Week Module Module Name

1

1.1 Comprehension – The Origins of English

1.2 Past Tense

1.3 Doubling in Spelling

1.4 Greek and Latin Roots

2

1.5 Comprehension – A Trip to the Australian 
War Memorial

1.6 Effective Listening

1.7 Noun Phrases

1.8 Contractions

3

1.9 Comprehension – Skateboarding  
in Afghanistan

1.10 Effective Speaking

1.11 Non-Verbal Communication

1.12 Design a Poster

4

1.13 Comprehension – Finding a Hero

1.14 Prefixes

1.15 Write a Speech  

1.16 Borrowed Words

5

1.17 Design a Slideshow

A1 Oral Presentation

A2 Comprehension Test

A3 Spelling Test

Unit 2: Where Do You Live?
Featured Text Type: Information Report

6

2.1 Comprehension – The Giraffe

2.2 Information Report Structure

2.3 This, That, These, Those

2.4 Suffixes

7

2.5 Comprehension – Buderim

2.6 Informative Paragraphs

2.7 Websites and Readability

2.8 Task – Write an Information Report

8

2.9 Compare Texts from Different Eras

2.10 Informative Language Features

2.11 New Vocabulary 1

2.12 Consonant Clusters

9
2.13 Comprehension – Visit Wales

A4 Information Report

A5 Spelling Test

Term 4

Unit 7: Explore Stories
Featured Text Type: Review

Week Module Module Name

1

7.1 Comprehension – Somewhere  
Around the Corner

7.2 Genres

7.3 Spelling Rules

7.4 Task – Review a Film

2
7.5 Comprehension – At the Creek

7.6 Reflect on Characters

7.7 Task – Retell a Story

3

7.8 Task – Write Comprehension Questions

7.9 Different Stories, Similar Ideas

7.10 Plot Summary

A17 Knowledge Test

4

7.11 Book Review Language

7.12 Book Review Structure

A18 Book Review

A19 Spelling Test

Unit 8: Word Play
Featured Text Type: Poetry

5

8.1 Comprehension – Rosie’s Scowl

8.2 Poetic Language

8.3 New Vocabulary 2

8.4 Rhyme

6

8.5 Comprehension – Brodie B Buckles  
and Barnabus Blake

8.6 Spoonerisms

8.7 Neologisms

8.8 Task – Write Quatrain Poems

7
8.9 Comprehension – Six Limericks

8.10 Puns

8.11 Limericks

8

8.12 Task – Write an Acrostic Poem

8.13 Task – Discuss Poetry

8.14 Task – Publish a Poem

A20 Spelling Test

Term 3

Unit 5: Persuade Me!
Featured Text Type: Exposition

Week Module Module Name

1

5.1 Comprehension – BTN: Free Range

5.2 Fact or Opinion

5.3 Persuasive Language 1

5.4 Task – Write Persuasive Paragraphs

2

5.5 Comprehension – The Case For Homework

5.6 Sequence Words

5.7 Cause and Effect Words

5.8 Persuasive Language 2

3

5.9 Comprehension – The Case Against 
Homework

5.10 Prepositional Phrases

5.11 Persuasive Essay Structure

5.12 Task – Write a Persuasive Essay

4

5.13 Comprehension – Explore the Stars!

5.14 Compare and Contrast Words

5.15 Plural Rules

A11 Persuasive Essay

5

5.16 Comprehension – BTN: Debating 
Championships

5.17 Improve Your Speaking

A12 Oral Presentation

A13 Spelling Test

Unit 6: Tell Me About It
Featured Text Type: Description

6

6.1 Comprehension – Streetscape

6.2 Adjectives 1

6.3 Description Text Structure

6.4 Task – Describe a Subject

7
6.5 Comprehension – Who Am I?

6.6 Adjectives 2 

6.7 Task – Describe a Minibeast

8

6.8 Verb Phrases

A14 Description Text

A15 Comprehension Test

A16 Spelling Test

Term 2

Unit 3: You Are the Storyteller
Featured Text Type: Narrative

Week Module Module Name

1

3.1 Comprehension – The Curious Dictionary

3.2 What Is a Story?

3.3 Characters

3.4 Setting

2

3.5 Comprehension – The Monster in the Roof

3.6 Plot

3.7 Task – Write a Story from a Plot Outline

3.8 Quoted and Reported Speech

3

3.9 Comprehension – Billy’s Bad Day

3.10 Task – Rewrite Billy’s Bad Day

3.11 Quotation Marks

3.12 Explore Comic Strips

4

3.13 Comprehension – The Sapphire Robbery

3.14 Tension and Suspense

A6 Short Story

A7 Spelling Test

Unit 4: What Do You Think?
Featured Text Type: Personal Response

5

4.1 Comprehension – Matrix Blast Review

4.2 Adverbs 

4.3 Adverb Phrases

4.4 Homophones

6

4.5 Comprehension – Mona Lisa

4.6 Personal Response Structure

4.7 Adverb Clauses

4.8 Task – Respond to Artwork

7

A8 Knowledge Test

4.9 Pronoun Reference

4.10 Tricky Homophones

A9 Personal Response

8

4.11 Slang, Colloquial and Formal Words

4.12 Sentences

4.13 Task – Publish a Personal Response

A10 Spelling Test
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Term 1

Unit 1: English Rules!
Featured Text Type: Explanation

Week Module Module Name

1

1.1 Comprehension – Our Changing Language

1.2 Uncommon Plurals

1.3 Precise Vocabulary

2
1.4 Comprehension – How Is a Rainbow 

Formed?

1.5 Homonyms

1.6 Task – Explain a Life Cycle

3

1.7 Comprehension – How Is Chocolate Made?

1.8 Explanation Text Structure

1.9 Roots and Affixes

1.10 Task – Write an Explanation

4

1.11 The Apostrophe

1.12 Punctuation

A1 Explanation Text

A2 Comprehension Test

A3 Spelling Test

Unit 2: Power of Persuasion 
Featured Text Type: Exposition

5

2.1 Comprehension – My Sport Rules!

2.2 Justify a Point of View

2.3 Persuasive Language 1

2.4 Persuasive Language 2

6

2.5 Comprehension – Who Says Burgers  
Are Bad?

2.6 Persuasive Essay Structure

2.7 Task – Write a Persuasive Essay

7
2.8 Comprehension – Don’t Waste Water

2.9 Bare Assertions

2.10 Task – Create a Persuasive Poster

8
2.11 Finding Facts

A4 Persuasive Essay

9

2.12 Non-Verbal Cues

2.13 Audience, Purpose and Context

2.14 Design a Slideshow

A5 Oral Presentation

A6 Spelling Test

Term 4

Unit 8: Fantasy Fiction 
Featured Text Type: Narrative

Week Module Module Name

1
8.1 Comprehension – Alice’s Adventures  

in Wonderland

8.2 Genre and Fantasy

8.3 Task – Write a Short Story

2
8.4 Comprehension – The Geeglenash

8.5 Sequels, Prequels and Spin-offs

8.6 Task – Write a Letter to an Author

3
8.7 Comprehension – Two Weeks  

with the Queen

8.8 Fantasy Characters

4
8.9 Comprehension – The Wandering Wand

8.10 Create a Fantasy Plot Outline

5

A21 Fantasy Story

8.11 Interpret Images

A22 Knowledge Test

A23 Spelling Test

Unit 9: Poetry in Motion 
Featured Text Type: Poetry

6
9.1 Comprehension – Pookie Aleera Is  

Not My Boyfriend

9.2 Idioms

9.3 Poetry Types

7
9.4 Comprehension – Poems, Poems, 

Everywhere

9.5 Metaphors and Similes

9.6 Task – Write a Poem

8
9.7 Personification

9.8 Sound Devices

9.9 Write in the Style of a Poet

9
9.10 Task – Record a Poetry Recital

9.11 Task – Publish an Anthology

A24 Spelling Test

Term 3

Unit 5: At the Movies 
Featured Text Type: Review

Week Module Module Name

1
5.1 Comprehension – Paper Planes Film Review

5.2 Plot Summary

5.3 Task – Review a Restaurant

2
5.4 Facts and Opinions in Film Reviews

5.5 Film Review Structure

5.6 Task – Review a TV Show

3

5.7 Comprehension – Hunt for the Wilderpeople

5.8 Design Principles

A13 Film Review

A14 Spelling Test

Unit 6: Look Who’s Talking
Featured Text Type: Narrative

4
6.1 Comprehension – A Long Walk to Water

6.2 Narrative Voice

5

6.3 Compare Narrative Voice

6.4 Task – Write a Second Person Narrative

A15 Comprehension Test

A16 Knowledge Test

A17 Spelling Test

Unit 7: Getting to Know You
Featured Text Type: Biography

6

7.1 Comprehension – The Adventures of 
Matthew Flinders

7.2 Explore Contexts in Literature

7.3 Interaction Skills

7.4 Introduction to Biographies

7

7.5 Task – Write an Autobiography

7.6 Comprehension – Interview with Sir 
Edmund Hillary

7.7 Interview Questions

7.8 Conduct an Interview

8

7.9 Write a Biography

A18 Biography

7.10 Revise Slideshow Design

A19 Oral Presentation

A20 Spelling Test

Term 2

Unit 3: Stellar Sentences 
Featured Text Type: Information Report

Week Module Module Name

1
3.1 Comprehension – Kerenza: A New Australian

3.2 Commas

3.3 Clauses

2
3.4 Comprehension – The Blobfish

3.5 Complex Sentences

3.6 Text Types

3
3.7 Comprehension – Dinosaur Discovery

3.8 Task – Report a Discovery

3.9 Informative Sentences

4

3.10 Skimming and Scanning

A7 Comprehension Test

A8 Knowledge Test

A9 Spelling Test

Unit 4: Hot off the Press 
Featured Text Type: News Article
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6

4.1 Comprehension – BTN: Future Jobs

4.2 Objective and Subjective Language

4.3 News Article Structure

4.4 Task – Write a News Article

7
4.5 Comprehension – Havoc as Flood Peak  

Hits Brisbane

4.6 Noun Phrases

A10 News Article

8

4.7 Adjective Phrases

4.8 News Video Techniques

A11 News Video

A12 Spelling Test

English Stars 5 © Firefly Education 2016   1ISBN 978 1 74135 344 0

 Yearly PlanENGLISH STARS 5 



Term 1

Unit 1: English Rules!
Featured Text Type: Procedure

Week Module Module Name

1

1.1 Comprehension – 30 Australian Sports 
Legends

1.2 Subject-Verb Agreement

1.3 Task – Write a Procedural Text

2
1.4 Comprehension – Measuring Friction

1.5 Procedural Text Structure

1.6 Task – Write a Recipe

3

1.7 Comprehension – Eaton Lake

1.8 Roots and Affixes

1.9 Base Words

1.10 Task – Write Directions

4

A1 Comprehension Test

1.11 The Apostrophe

A2 Procedural Text

A3 Spelling Test

Unit 2: Take a Stand
Featured Text Type: Exposition

5
2.1 Comprehension – My Girragundji

2.2 Persuasive Language 1

2.3 Persuasive Language 2

6

2.4 Persuasive Essay Structure

2.5 Comprehension – Vote For Me!

2.6 Task – Write a Persuasive Speech

7
2.7 Make Connections in Texts

2.8 Explore Diary Writing

2.9 Punctuation for Quoted Speech

8

2.10 Homophones

2.11 Design Principles

A4 Persuasive Essay

A5 Spelling Test

Term 4

Unit 7: Making News
Featured Text Type: Information Report

Week Module Module Name

1
7.1 Comprehension – BTN: Piracy Crackdown

7.2 Graphical Images

7.3 Finding Facts

2
7.4 Comprehension – Rock Star Throws  

Tiara in River

7.5 News Video Script Features

7.6 Task – Write a News Video Script

3
7.7 Comprehension – BTN: Fake News

A16 News Video Script

4
7.8 Filming and Presentation Techniques

A17 News Video

A18 Spelling Test

Unit 8: You Are the Poet
Featured Text Type: Poetry

5
8.1 Comprehension – Toby: Not Good Enough

8.2 Imagery

8.3 Task – Write Any Poem

6
8.4 Sound Devices

8.5 Language Patterns

7
8.6 Ballads

8.7 Task – From Ballad to Story

8

8.8 Free Verse

8.9 Build a Ballad

8.10 Task – Publish a Ballad

A19 Spelling Test

Term 3

Unit 5: Stellar Sentences
Featured Text Type: Recount

Week Module Module Name

1
5.1 Comprehension – Bridget: A New Australian

5.2 Cohesive Links

5.3 Complex Sentences

2
5.4 Comprehension – The Weird Day

5.5 Verbs

5.6 Task – Recount Your Craziest Day

3
5.7 Tense

5.8 Adverb Phrases

5.9 Modality

4

5.10 Emphasis, Repetition and Metaphor

A11 Comprehension Test

A12 Knowledge Test

A13 Spelling Test

Unit 6: Investigate and Report
Featured Text Type: Discussion

5
6.1 Comprehension – Boxing: For and Against

6.2 Informative Texts

6.3 Balanced Information

6
6.4 Comprehension – Shark Nets:  

For and Against

6.5 Task – Write a Balanced Discussion

6.6 Objective and Subjective Language

7
6.7 Bias

6.8 Discussion Article Structure

6.9 Task – Discuss Dams

8

6.10 Comprehension – Animal Testing:  
For and Against

6.11 Revise Design Principles

A14 Discussion Article

A15 Spelling Test

Term 2

Unit 3: Book Club 
Featured Text Type: Review

Week Module Module Name

1
3.1 Comprehension – Refuge

3.2 Discussions

3.3 An Author’s Style

2
3.4 Comprehension – New Boy

3.5 Spelling Rules

3.6 Sensory Language

3
3.7 Comprehension – Charlie and the  

Chocolate Factory

3.8 Different Authors, Similar Themes

3.9 Commas in Lists and with Adjectives

4
3.10 Commas in Sentences

3.11 Evaluative Language

3.12 Write a Book Pitch

5

3.13 Incorrect Use of the Comma

3.14 Oral Presentation Skills

A6 Oral Presentation

A7 Spelling Test

Unit 4: The World’s a Stage
Featured Text Type: Play Script

6
4.1 Comprehension – Making a Point

4.2 Create Characters

4.3 Task – Write a Conversation

7
A8 Knowledge Test

4.4 Australian Accents

4.5 Comprehension – The Fishing Trip

8
4.6 Setting

4.7 Plot

4.8 Dialogue and Stage Directions

9
4.9 Play Script Format and Structure

A9 Play Script

A10 Spelling Test
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