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Dear parent or guardian,

Your child’s school uses Sound Waves to teach spelling. To help you support your child’s learning 
from home, we’ve put together an overview of the Sound Waves program.

What is Sound Waves?

Sound Waves is a synthetic phonics and word study program. It is used to help teach your child to 
spell and read.

Sound Waves was written and developed in Australia and, not only does it meet the requirements 
of the Australian Curriculum, it aligns with current scientific evidence on best practice for 
teaching spelling and reading.

What do children learn in Sound Waves?

Children learn about speech sounds (phonemes) and the different letter or letters (graphemes) that 
represent these sounds in writing. For example, they learn that the same sound is used at the start 
of cat, king and chemist, but that the sound can be written in different ways (c, k or ch).

Children also learn about meaningful word parts, such as prefixes, suffixes and roots. For example, 
they learn that the prefix re can mean again in words like recycle, reheat and recheck. 

Upper primary students also learn about where words come from to help them understand and 
remember unusual or difficult words. For example, they learn that the words architect and orchestra 
originate from the Greek language.

This approach to spelling and reading is effective because it promotes a deeper understanding of 
words, complete with practical strategies children can apply.

Why is it important to teach sounds and letters?

The English language is made up of 43 individual sounds and writing is simply 
a representation of those sounds. For children to spell and read successfully, 
it’s important they can identify all 43 English sounds.

In writing, we often show one sound a number of ways. For example, tea, bee, honey, 
taxi and sixty all end in the same sound, but it is represented using different letters in 
each word. For children to learn how to spell and read correctly, they must be gradually 
and explicitly taught these different sound–letter relationships.

How is teaching in Sound Waves organised?

The Sound Waves program covers the 43 sounds of Australian English in 36 units of work. 
For each unit, children are taught how to: 
• identify and say the focus sound/s 
• show the focus sound/s in writing using single letters or groups of letters 
• spell words with the focus sound/s 
• read words with the focus sound/s.

Sounds Waves: An overview for parents

Did you know?

We put small sounds 
together to produce speech.

Australian English is 
produced using 43 sounds.

The 43 sounds are 
represented in writing 
using just the 26 letters 
of the alphabet.
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How can I support my child learning at home with Sound Waves?

There are a number of ways you can support your child’s learning at home. 
We encourage you to start with these three steps:

1. Familiarise yourself with the sounds

There are 43 sounds (phonemes) in Australian English. In Sound Waves, each sound has 
an accompanying ‘chant and action’. Watch the Animated Chants and Actions video to 
familiarise yourself with the 43 sounds.

2. Find out what the focus sound is for the week

Ask your child or their teacher to tell you what the focus sound (or sounds) is for the week. 
If you have multiple children across Years 1 to 6, they’ll likely be working on the same focus 
sound each week.

3. Read stories and discuss words

Reading and spelling go hand-in-hand. Don’t underestimate the value of reading and 
discussing words with your child. Simply reading stories is always a worthwhile exercise 
and it’s a great alternative for when you’re unsure of a specific activity that your child’s 
teacher has set for homework.

When reading to younger children, identify words that contain the focus sound. When 
older children are reading to you, ask them to identify words containing the focus sound.

Keep in mind that Sound Waves may use a different approach to learning to spell than you used 
at school. Teachers undergo in-depth professional development training to equip themselves 
with the knowledge, tools and resources to explicitly teach spelling using this method, and do 
so in a way that’s easy for children to understand.

It’s okay if you don’t understand the answers to activities that are set by the teacher. If your child 
has been using Sound Waves resources for a while, ask them to explain in their own words what 
they think is being asked of them. Or, put a pause on that activity and have your child move on 
to another activity suggested by the teacher.

Want to know more?
Watch these tutorial videos for brief explanations about synthetic 
phonics and the Sound Waves resources:

•  Getting Started with Sound Waves

•  How to Use Sound Boxes

•  Segmenting and Blending

Read more about the evidence behind this effective teaching method 
in the article Sound Waves and synthetic phonics: The facts.

https://www.fireflyeducation.com.au/support/series/soundwaves/articles/animated-chants-and-actions
https://www.fireflyeducation.com.au/support/series/soundwaves/articles/getting-started-with-sound-waves
https://www.fireflyeducation.com.au/support/series/soundwaves/articles/how-to-use-sound-boxes
https://www.fireflyeducation.com.au/support/series/soundwaves/articles/segmenting-and-blending
https://www.fireflyeducation.com.au/support/series/soundwaves/articles/sound-waves-and-synthetic-phonics-the-facts

